
 
 

Jesus’ death and resurrection should not have surprised the disciples. Sometimes Jesus spoke 
metaphorically about His death and resurrection. (See Matt. 12:39; Mark 14:58; John 2:19; 3:14-15.) Other 
times, Jesus plainly told the disciples that He would be betrayed, crucified, buried, and resurrected on the 
third day. (Matt. 17:12; Mark 8:31; Luke 9:22) In fact, Jesus had spoken so frequently of His death and 
resurrection, the chief priests and Pharisees asked Pilate to place guards at the tomb in case the disciples 
stole Jesus’ body. (See Matt. 27:62-66.) 
 
On resurrection morning, the angel at Jesus’ tomb asked the women, “Why are you looking for the living 
among the dead?” (Luke 24:5). Even when Peter and John ran to the empty tomb to see it for themselves, 
Peter was amazed but uncertain (Luke 24:12), while John believed (John 20:8). 
 
That same day, two disciples were walking to Emmaus, arguing about recent events. Jesus began walking 
next to them, but God prevented them from recognizing Him. (Luke 24:16) Jesus simply asked them what 
they were arguing about. They stopped walking. How could He not have heard about what happened over 
the last three days? 
 
The two disciples had hoped Jesus was the Redeemer of Israel. Their hopes were crushed when Jesus 
died. Now Jesus explained to them why the Messiah had to die, starting with Moses and the Prophets. 
Jesus showed how the Scriptures point to Him. (Luke 24:27; John 5:39)  
 
Remind your kids that the Bible is not a collection of unrelated stories. 

 
The whole Bible is about Jesus. When Adam and Eve sinned, God began working out His plan to 
send Jesus to rescue people from sin. All of the Old Testament points forward to Jesus’ life, death, 
and resurrection—the time when Jesus would bring God’s promised salvation for sinners. 
 
 
FAMILY STARTING POINTS  

● Babies and Toddlers 
○ Jesus is alive.  
○ Two friends saw Jesus alive. 
○ Jesus helped His friends understand God’s plan. 
○ God Jesus said the Bible is about Him. 

● Preschool 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from our sins, and He 

is alive today 
○ Jesus taught that all the Scriptures point to Him. 

● Kids 
○ Why did Jesus die on the cross? Jesus died on the cross to save us from our sins and 

came back to life to show we are forgiven.  
○ Jesus taught that all the Scriptures point to Him. 

 
UNIT KEY PASSAGE 

● Ephesians 2:8-9 (Preschool: Ephesians 2:8) 
 


